ICS24/ELIT24 Asian Pacific American Literature

De Anza College

Fall 2019
This class meets Mondays and Wednesdays 1:30-3:20 in room MLC112

Instructor: Sherwin Mendoza, mendozasherwin@fhda.edu

Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:45-1:00, and by appointment

Office Hours Location: MCC-14 (IIS Division main office)

Final Exam: Monday, December 9, 1:45-3:45

This course is an introduction to Asian Pacific American Literature. The readings emphasize three themes: problems of identity as it relates to class, gender, mixed heritages, and sexuality; politics and the history of Asian Pacific American activism and resistance; and the diversity of cultures within the Asian Pacific American community.

The Student Learning Outcomes for this course state that at the end of the quarter you should be able to do the following:

1) Identify multiple cultural and historical issues pertaining to Asian Pacific Americans in literature.

2) Analyze issues pertaining to race, class, sexuality and/or gender in relation to Asian Pacific American communities.

Go Home!
This course will be in conversation with the anthology Go Home!, published by the CUNY-based Feminist Press and the New York City-based Asian American Writers' Workshop.  The title of the anthology conveys a double meaning.  On the one hand, “Go home” is a refrain of settler-nativist and racist forces in the US that have a long history of designating non-white populations as disposable or actively working to eliminate them.  On the other hand, “Go home” is also a cultural nationalist call for people of Asian descent to reconnect with their “roots.”  Perhaps you are taking this class out of a desire to reconnect with your roots.

However, we will consider other senses of the words “Go Home!” that will hopefully connect with you and/or your classmates.  First, the order to “Go home” is built into the student visas that many of you hold.  According to the US State Department, student visas are emphatically not immigrant visas, and prospective visa holders must convince a consular official that he or she is not intending to immigrate to the US.  But is it worth it to try to go to school in a place that explicitly does not want you to stay?  What’s more, if that place is increasingly not seen as the place that provides global leadership, why not go to a school that is closer to home?


On the other hand, “Go home” might be less of an order and more of a request.  In other words, instead of “Go home,” “Come home.”  If you are a new immigrant or migrant, you almost certainly have strong connections with people in your homeland.  These connections might be with working-class and rural family members.  You might be connected to family members or school friends who could not afford to study abroad or who do not have connections in the US that would allow them to migrate.  Maybe you want to bring something back, including knowledge and skills, when you go home, which for those of you with families separated by national borders, will mean coming home to friends and family.

Finally, as increasing numbers of people are displaced by environmental catastrophes, the meaning of “home” might be changing on a global scale.  What if “home” is under water or lacks fresh water?  What if the policies of governments in Asia and the US government are rendering more and more people vulnerable to climate and geological events that will displace them from home?  What does “home” mean as more and more of the planet becomes uninhabitable?  How will cultures, societies, and economies need to change so that the planet can remain a home?

Course Policies
Attendance is mandatory.  All class time counts and attendance every day is required.   Please contact me before class if you are unable to attend, and we will set up a way for you to make up the missed class time. Please respect my time and the time of your classmates by coming to class on time. Please turn in assignments on time to make it easier for me to track the progress of everyone in the class. 
Attendance is particularly important for people who select the video option.  If I see that someone is not contributing to the group project then I will ask that person to leave the group by dropping the class.
This course will abide by the college-wide policies of De Anza College with respect to academic conduct (honesty, respect for diversity, etc.).

Course Options

In this class you will have two options for studying Asian American Literature:

Option 1: Produce a poetry video

Option 2: Participate in a seminar on Asian American Literature

Option 1: Produce a Poetry Video

Course Texts
The central course text will be Go Home! (edited by Rowan Hisayo Buchanan).  Additionally, you will read poems written by your classmates and watch videos produced by your classmates.

Course Schedule

Unit I: Telling Your Story

September 23, September 25

Course introduction

Prep for Telling Your Story

Buchanan, editor’s note (available from Amazon)

Nguyen, introduction (available from Amazon)

September 30, October 2

Telling Your Story

Form groups

Select an option

Introduce Poem 1

Recommended reading: Mohabir, "Pygmy Right Whale"

Unit II: Poetry

October 7, October 9

Poem 1 due

Recommended reading: Kahf, "My Grandmother Washes Her Feet in the Bathroom Sink at Sears"*

October 14, October 16

Poem 2 due

Required reading: Wo Chan, "What do i make of my face / except"*; Jason Koo, "I'm Charlie Tuna"*; Marilyn Chin, "For Mitsuye Yamada on Her 90th Birthday"

October 21, October 23

Poem 3 due

Select poem or poems for video

Assign roles and begin planning video projects

Schedule recordings

Unit III: Video Production

October 28, October 30

Analytical Essay due

Video concepts, music concepts

Recording

November 4, November 6

Storyboards

Recording

November 13

Holiday November 11

Recording

November 18, November 20

Recording

Last day to drop classes with a "W"

November 25, November 27

Holiday 11/28-12/1

Video descriptions

Video editing

Exam review

December 2, December 4

Video descriptions

Video editing

Exam review

Final Exam: Monday, December 9, 1:45-3:45

Canvas
Canvas is a “learning management system” that you will need to use in order to complete the course census, find detailed assignment descriptions, and turn in poems, interpretations, descriptions of the processes for composing your poems, and the analytical essay.
In-class Writing

There will be weekly in-class writing assignments that will aim to meet two objectives.  First, the writing assignments will hopefully help you to develop analytical skills, especially with regard to gender, class, race, and sexuality.  Second, the writing assignments will prepare you to make artistic and organizational decisions with your group.  Most in-class writing will be discussed in small groups after you have written the assignment.  You need to satisfactorily complete eight out of 11 in-class writing assignments to receive credit.  To satisfactorily complete assignments you should think carefully about the prompts and critically about your responses.  If you miss more than three in-class assignments, I will either ask you to drop the class (if it is early in the quarter), or you will have a letter grade deducted from your final grade.
Telling Your Story
During the second week of the quarter you will present your story to a small group in the class (preferably four or five people per group).  The story you present will be a true story about a time when you have felt unwelcome, when someone or something was telling you to “go home.”  In addition to the story, you will be required to write a short analysis in which you explain what put you into the position where someone or something was telling you to “go home.”  Your analysis should connect your narrative to issues concerning economic inequality, gender, sexuality, race, and/or immigration.
Poems
Before the end of the second week of the quarter you will form a poetry group.  You will write three poems that you will present to your group.  Expect other members of the class to read your poems.  For your group's video project you will select one or more poems written by people in your group to showcase in your video.

Your first poem will focus on a specific time when you felt unwelcome that is set in either one of your family member’s homes or at a school you attended.  Hopefully you can generate the poem from a line from your Telling Your Story assignment.  Your second poem will have a different setting, one that is not a family member’s dwelling place or a school.  For your third poem you will revise one of your first two poems so that it strongly connects to issues current within the field of Asian American Literature.
For each of your poems you will be required to provide additional commentary to aid interpreters of your poems and to demonstrate your progress in developing the ability to analyze poems with regard to class, gender, sexuality, and/or race.
Analytical Essay
For your third poem you will write an analytical essay to accompany your poem in which you will compare and contrast your poem with a poem from Go Home!  How does your poem add a different perspective to the anthology or modify a perspective that is already present?  How are the conditions (such as cultural expectations) that have led to your experience different from, similar to, and connected to the conditions in one of the poems from Go Home!
Do not be afraid of the poems or the analytical essay.  The difficulty of the poems and the analytical essay will be scaled to your familiarity with English.  Do not use translation programs for any of the work for this course, and do not request outside tutoring.  If there is any indication that you did not write any of the work that you turn in for this course then I will question you.  Translation programs or major differences between in-class writing and out-of-class writing can be a trigger for suspicion.  If there is a strong indication that the analytical essay was not written by you, I will give you the option of either dropping the class or going through the De Anza College process for investigating and adjudicating cases of academic dishonesty.
Video Projects
The assignments for this class will build towards video projects.  The class begins with you telling your story, and aspects of your story will hopefully become the basis for poems you will write.  You will form groups for the video production unit of this course, and you will select one or more poems from your group to become the poem or poems recited in your video.  You will do a group research assignment in order to generate video descriptions.  Finally, your poems will be uploaded and archived on the De Anza Asian American Literature YouTube channel.
Note that, if you do not contribute to your poetry and video group, then I will ask you to drop the class. Multiple consecutive absences will be a reason for me to ask you to drop the class.

Grading
In-class Writing: 10%

Telling Your Story Presentation and Narrative: 10%

Poem 1: 10%

Poem 2: 10%

Poem 3 + Analytical Essay (Four to Six Pages): 15%

Videos: 20%

Video Descriptions: 10%

Final Exam: 15%

Option 2: Seminar on Asian American Literature

I recommend this option to you only if you are interested in a career involving literature.  The format of this option is similar to graduate-level courses in Asian American Literature.  The reading requirement will be substantial, and I will expect you to actively engage with the course texts and the thoughts on the texts of other participants in the seminar.  I will evaluate the writing requirement with the degree of rigor you should expect to find in an upper-division literature course at a 4-year university.
Course Texts
The required text for this course will be Go Home!, an anthology that includes essays, poems, and short stories.  We will read not only texts in the anthology but also related texts such as the call for submissions, social media presences for authors, reviews, and videos related to the anthology.  The goal of the seminar is for you to get a sense of Asian American Literature as a cultural movement.
Course Schedule

Note:  After October 2, students who choose this option will meet at a different time and location from the students who selected Option 1.

Unit I: Telling Your Story

September 23, September 25

Course introduction

Prep for Telling Your Story

Buchanan, editor’s note (available from Amazon)

Nguyen, introduction (available from Amazon)

September 30, October 2

Telling Your Story

Form groups

Select an option

Unit II: Poetry

Week of October 7

Begin reading poems

Discuss themes and issues that will focus our reading and the selection of texts

Week of October 14

Continue reading poems

Response 1 due

Select short stories

Unit III: Short Stories

Week of October 21

Begin reading short stories

Week of October 28

Continue reading short stories

Week of November 4

Response 2 due

Week of November 11

Holiday November 11

Discuss research questions for the analytical essay

Week of November 18

Last day to drop classes with a "W"

Outline/draft of the analytical essay

Week of November 25

Holiday 11/28-12/1

Continue drafting the analytical essay

Week of December 2

Final draft of the analytical essay due

Exam review

Final Exam: Monday, December 9, 1:45-3:45

Grading
Telling Your Story Presentation and Narrative:  10%

Responses to peer writing assignments: 10%

Response 1 (Two pages): 20%

Response 2 (Two pages): 20%

Final draft of Analytical Essay (Five to Seven Pages): 25%

Final Exam: 15%
