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2009-2010 Request for Dependency Review

The federal aid definition of an independent student is one who can answer "YES" to any of these questions:

Were you born before January 1, 19867

As of today, are you married?

At the beginning of 09-10, will you be working on a master’s degree or doctorate program?

Are you currently serving on active duty in the US Armed Forces for purposes other than training?
Are you a veteran of the US Armed Forces?

Do you have children who will receive more than half of their support from you between July 1, 2009
and June 30, 20107

Do you have dependents (other than your children or spouse) who live with you and receive more than
half of their support from you, now and through June 30, 2010?

At any time since you turned age 13, were both your parents deceased, were you in foster care or
were you a dependent or ward of he court?

Are you or were you an emancipated minor as determined by a court in your state of legal residence?
Are you or were you in legal guardianship as determined by a court in your state of legal residence?
At any time on or after July 1, 2008, did your high school or school district homeless liaison determine
that you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless?

At any time on or after July 1, 2008 did the director of an emergency shelter or transitional housing
program funded by the US Dept of Housing and Urban Development determine that you were an
unaccompanied youth who was homeless?

At any time on or after July 1, 2008, did the director of a runaway or homeless youth basic center or
transitional living program determine that you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless or
were self-supporting and at risk of being homeless?

Applicants who answer "No" to all of these questions are considered "dependent" for federal aid purposes and
are required to provide parental information on the FAFSA to determine the financial strength of the family. If
the financial strength is low, the student will most likely qualify for federal aid.

In some unusual circumstances, a student may make a compelling case showing that it is unhealthy or
impossible to provide the information. Examples of unusual circumstances are: (a) parents reside in a location
where mail delivery does not exist; (b) parent is mentally handicapped; or (c) student suffered documentable
parental abuse and contact with the parent would put the student in danger.

The following are circumstances that may not be considered to change a student status from dependent to
independent:
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The student has been supporting himself/herself for a time.

The student has been supported by other relatives or friends for a time.
The student does not live with his/her parents.

The student is angry with the parents and wishes not to speak to them.
The parents are able but unwilling to provide their information.

The parents are living in another country.

DIRECTIONS:If you feel you document a compelling case of an unusual circumstance, complete the back and
submit it to the receptionist along with the 2009-2010 FAFSA. If you have already mailed the FAFSA, submit
this form alone.



Complete this side only after reading the front page. Remember that your dependency status
cannot be changed to independent for the kinds of reasons listed at the bottom of the front

page.

Print Name SID or SSN DDDDDDDDD

Address Date of Birth

Email
Is your mother living? Yes_ No___ Isyour father living? Yes  No_
Are your biological parents still married to each other? Yes No

If not, what year did they separate/divorce?
Where does your mother live?
Where does your father live?
Are your parents citizens or permanent residents of the U.S.A.? Yes  No
Which parent did you live with last? Mother Father

When did you leave your parent's household?

Certification: | certify that all information provided by me on this form is true and complete to the best
of my knowledge. If | purposely give false or misleading information on this form, | may be fined
$10,000, sent to prison, or both.

Your signature Date

Describe the nature of your unusual circumstance that you feel makes it unhealthy or impossible
for your parents to complete the parental information on the FAFSA. Attach any documentation that
will substantiate your compelling circumstances. This could be copies of legal documents, letters
from church or school officials, letters from therapists or family counselors, medical records etc.

Please do not complete this form if you are making a case that you have moved out of your
family's home and are supporting yourself.
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