March 26, 2003

TO:

Carl Brown



Director, High Tech Center Training Unit

FROM:
Andrew LaManque



De Anza College Researcher

SUBJECT:
EWRT 1A Course GPA Comparisons

As requested, please find below three figures describing students with disabilities at De Anza College.  The information is based on end of term enrollment files and includes students identified in the database with all disability types as well as learning disabilities only.  I understand that this will be your preliminary look at EWRT1A-Composition and Reading grade distributions and that you will be conducting a state-wide study which will ultimately involve six community colleges.

As depicted in Figure 1, De Anza College has recently enrolled between 1,100 and 1,200 students each quarter with identified disabilities.  About 15% of these students are identified as having a learning disability.

	
	
	
	

	Figure 1
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	

	Students With Disabilities

	End of Term Enrollment

	De Anza College

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Learning

	
	
	Total
	Disability

	Term
	
	N
	N

	
	
	
	

	Winter 2001
	
	1,072
	173

	Spring 2001
	
	1,081
	191

	Fall 2001
	
	1,120
	156

	Winter 2002
	
	1,144
	183

	Spring 2002
	
	1,201
	199

	Fall 2002
	
	1,282
	183
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Figure 2 below indicates that about 20-25 of students with all disability types had enrolled in EWRT 1A each quarter.  A little more than half of these students were identified as having a learning disability, the result being that learning disabled students have enrolled in EWRT 1A at a much higher rate than students with other disabilities.  

The data in Figure 2 does not include incomplete grades but does include grades resulting in a W or Withdraw.  Per your request, only grades of A, B, or C were given quality points in the calculation of the course GPA. 

Based on the results in Figure 2, students with disabilities scored lower on average than other students, with learning disabled students scoring the lowest on average.  As you know, caution must be used in interpreting the data, given the variance between the N’s in each group.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Figure 2
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EWRT 1A-Composition and Reading, Course GPAs

	Students Identified as Having a Disability and Other Students

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	All Students
	
	Learning
	
	Other Students

	
	
	With Disabilities
	
	Disabilities
	
	In EWRT1A

	Term
	
	N
	GPA
	
	N
	GPA
	
	N
	GPA

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Winter 2001
	
	25
	2.52
	
	14
	2.64
	
	912
	2.84

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Spring 2001
	
	18
	2.44
	
	11
	2.27
	
	688
	2.51

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fall 2001
	
	14
	2.57
	
	8
	2.5
	
	1,071
	2.64

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Winter 2002
	
	20
	2.30
	
	13
	1.62
	
	1,043
	2.56

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Spring 2002
	
	21
	3.05
	
	12
	2.75
	
	700
	2.70

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fall 2002
	
	24
	2.08
	
	10
	2.2
	
	1,125
	2.80

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	All Terms
	
	122
	2.48
	
	68
	2.32
	
	5,539
	2.68

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Note:  Incomplete grades not counted, C grades counted as 0 QP's
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Figure 3 includes the detailed grade distributions from which the calculations in Figure 2 were made.  Please let me know if I can be of further assistance.




	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Figure 3
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	EWRT 1A-Composition and Reading, Course Grades

	Students Identified as Having a Learning Disability and Other Students

	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Students With a Learning Disability
	
	Other Students

	Term
	Grade
	
	N
	Q Pts
	Total
	GPA
	
	N
	Q Pts
	Total
	GPA

	Winter 2001
	A
	
	3
	4
	12
	
	
	368
	4
	1,472
	

	
	B
	
	5
	3
	15
	
	
	308
	3
	924
	

	
	C
	
	5
	2
	10
	
	
	99
	2
	198
	

	
	D
	
	1
	0
	0
	
	
	18
	0
	0
	

	
	F
	
	0
	0
	0
	
	
	24
	0
	0
	

	
	W
	
	0
	0
	0
	
	
	95
	0
	0
	

	
	Total
	
	14
	
	37
	2.64
	
	912
	
	2,594
	2.84

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Spring 2001
	A
	
	3
	4
	12
	
	
	183
	4
	732
	

	
	B
	
	3
	3
	9
	
	
	265
	3
	795
	

	
	C
	
	2
	2
	4
	
	
	99
	2
	198
	

	
	D
	
	1
	0
	0
	
	
	23
	0
	0
	

	
	F
	
	1
	0
	0
	
	
	20
	0
	0
	

	
	W
	
	1
	0
	0
	
	
	98
	0
	0
	

	
	Total
	
	11
	
	25
	2.27
	
	688
	
	1,725
	2.51

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fall 2001
	A
	
	3
	4
	12
	
	
	378
	4
	1,512
	

	
	B
	
	2
	3
	6
	
	
	331
	3
	993
	

	
	C
	
	1
	2
	2
	
	
	162
	2
	324
	

	
	D
	
	0
	0
	0
	
	
	25
	0
	0
	

	
	F
	
	0
	0
	0
	
	
	32
	0
	0
	

	
	W
	
	2
	0
	0
	
	
	143
	0
	0
	

	
	Total
	
	8
	
	20
	2.50
	
	1,071
	
	2,829
	2.64

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Winter 2002
	A
	
	0
	4
	0
	
	
	332
	4
	1,328
	

	
	B
	
	5
	3
	15
	
	
	350
	3
	1,050
	

	
	C
	
	3
	2
	6
	
	
	148
	2
	296
	

	
	D
	
	0
	0
	0
	
	
	33
	0
	0
	

	
	F
	
	1
	0
	0
	
	
	34
	0
	0
	

	
	W
	
	4
	0
	0
	
	
	146
	0
	0
	

	
	Total
	
	13
	
	21
	1.62
	
	1,043
	
	2,674
	2.56

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Spring 2002
	A
	
	3
	4
	12
	
	
	240
	4
	960
	

	
	B
	
	5
	3
	15
	
	
	245
	3
	735
	

	
	C
	
	3
	2
	6
	
	
	96
	2
	192
	

	
	D
	
	0
	0
	0
	
	
	9
	0
	0
	

	
	F
	
	0
	0
	0
	
	
	9
	0
	0
	

	
	W
	
	1
	0
	0
	
	
	101
	0
	0
	

	
	Total
	
	12
	
	33
	2.75
	
	700
	
	1,887
	2.70

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fall 2002
	A
	
	1
	4
	4
	
	
	464
	4
	1,856
	

	
	B
	
	4
	3
	12
	
	
	357
	3
	1,071
	

	
	C
	
	3
	2
	6
	
	
	109
	2
	218
	

	
	D
	
	0
	0
	0
	
	
	17
	0
	0
	

	
	F
	
	0
	0
	0
	
	
	27
	0
	0
	

	
	W
	
	2
	0
	0
	
	
	151
	0
	0
	

	
	Total
	
	10
	
	22
	2.20
	
	1,125
	
	3,145
	2.80

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	All Terms
	A
	
	13
	4
	52
	
	
	1,965
	4
	7,860
	

	
	B
	
	24
	3
	72
	
	
	1,856
	3
	5,568
	

	
	C
	
	17
	2
	34
	
	
	713
	2
	1,426
	

	
	D
	
	2
	0
	0
	
	
	125
	0
	0
	

	
	F
	
	2
	0
	0
	
	
	146
	0
	0
	

	
	W
	
	10
	0
	0
	
	
	734
	0
	0
	

	
	Total
	
	68
	
	158
	2.32
	
	5,539
	
	14,854
	2.68
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